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TIIE HINDUISM OF TO-DAY.

BY REY, W, RAJU

WAMI VIVEKANANDA'S leeturcs on
Hinduism, el red in America and
England,appear in book form, and have been
reviewed by the Madras Hindi newspaper.
It is not necessary to truverse this book, as
that would lead us into the region of worl
out controversy. It is enough to remurk
that Vivekananda's book, whatever its mer-
its, does not give us a view of popular Hin-
dnizin, which many know is full of hideous
defects ealling for immedinte removal,

It is not so much the Hinduism that at-
tracts the attention of Western scholurs as
the Hinduism operating on the masses w
should concern all interested in the spiri
welfare of India. Glancing at the Hindnism
about us we must sadly admit that, what-
ever of the elevating may be found to exist
in its fountain heud, there is nothing encour-
ng in the stream as it reaches the multi-

e .
Of course, we shall be told by Vivekananda
and those who would regenerate India that
the mass is to be taken by the hand and led
back to the purity of faith which it has lost
sight of in tho eMuxions of time. The task
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stitions, of use only to the so-called sacerdo-
tal elass, who batten on the credulity of the
mudtitucde, to whom the lives of their spirit-
ual Gurus do not afford madels of perfection.

Were Hinduism suflivient as food for the
soul, what necessity would there be for men
like the Hon. Mr. Bubu Kalicharan Ban-
narji, M.A., ML.L_, of Caleutta; the late Ram
Chandra Bose, M [ our own Mission ;
and the lnte Rev, W thianadhan, B.D.,
of Muadras, W shake the dust of Hinduism
from off their feet and fly for refuge to the
saving truth of Christianity * I make bold
to aflirm that V himself would
to-morrow b
Christ were he not bent upon a kind of com-
promise by which he sceks to p within
the Hindu while rejecting most of its
commonly spred teachings,  Viveka-
nanda’s path would be infinitely simpler
were e frunkly to accept Christianity, which
our good missionary friends are offering the
country. Whatever difficulty he may find in
Christiunity he will find iafluitely more in
the Hindulsm which he preaches. Tt is al-
ready noticeable that after the excitement

is so tremendous as to appear alinost beyond
the reach of accomplishment. Ages on ages
have added to the dust aceumuluting on be-
lief, and this soil cannot be removed as
readily as Hindu religious reformers seem to
anticipate. The faet js that Hinduism has
had its fair trial and come out of the ordeal
tattered and torn and almost stripped to
ondity.

It is almost amusing while reading the
speculations of schoolmen tocast our exe on
the barren multitude to whom religion is not
a power in life, Lut a mere compound of
meaningless ceremonies and hideous super-

it will rise to a true place among the nations
of the world.

caused by the passing wave of the cuit to
which Vivekananda has given prominence
a general torpor has come over the country,
which in itself may be aceepted us a proof
that his views are lacking in thut energizing
force nlways to be found In a faith which
draws its inspiration from something higher
than pure humon reason,

The true saviours of India are not men of
the Vivekanauda type, but the goodly army
of Che an missionaries toiling for Christ in
my country. Let Hindus say what they
may, the moment India feels the vivifying
touch in every part of it of Christian truth

intelleet was overpowered by the truth of
Christianity, filling the possessor with rest-
lessness, until she had found the foot of the

In the book entitled Soob o Anonal,
by Miss Grace Stephens, Superintendent of
the Methodist Episcopal Zenana Mission,
Madras, which has Intely been published in
Madras, is glven the testimony of 2 Bruhman
lady, showing how eompletely her cultivated

eross and east all her burdens there, The
converted Brahman sister, I am glad to say,
is now taking an active share in giving to
others that truth which filled her with the
peace she so vainly sought while a Hindu,
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