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The more you indulge him, the more will he
bully you. He may become a terror.

—Benjamin Spock,

on handling a spoilt child

When she was young she would get scared

if someone spoke loudly. She would plead,

please speak softly.
—Cho Ramaswamy on Jayalalitha

NLIKETHE BEAUTIFUL
people who see it as an
appealing fad, Indian
politicians have never
really had any use
for psychoanalysis. In
coming to decisions,
they have preferred tra-
ditional, time-tested skills of intuition
and naked self-interest. In a year of tur-
bulence, the shenanigans of ATADMK
supremo, Puratchi Thalaivi J. Jaya-
lalitha, have become a national ob-
session. She has broken every rule,
ruffled every feather and defied every
convention. From being a hard-nosed
political player with an uncanny in-
stinct for survival, she has graduated to
being a political psychopath.

In normal circumstances,” she
would have been banished into the
wilderness or made to pay for her sins.
But these are not normal times. The
delicate arithmetic of the 12th Lok
Sabha has ensured that Jayalalitha’s 18
MPs hold the key to survival of this Gov-
ernment and the possible formation of
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