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APPENDIX

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BASED ON VOLUME III OF THE IAMSAR MANUAL

GENERAL

1 The following is an extract from Volume III of the IAMSAR Manual: Mobile Facilities
Volume. Volume III should be referred to for further guidance, for example on the transfer of
survivors from helicopters and on the immediate care of survivors once successfully recovered.

RECOVERY OF SURVIVORS BY ASSISTING VESSELS

2 Seafarers should consider how to recover survivors into their own vessels under various
environmental conditions. Recovery methods include:

1 using throwing rockets or heaving lines to pass lifebuoys and/or lines to survivors;

2 streaming a rope, with lifebuoys or other flotation attached;

3 rigging pilot ladders, Jacob’s ladders or nets, preferably clear of the ship’s side,
with safety lines. If survivors are unable to climb, ladders or nets may have to be
recovered with the survivors secured to them. Where practicable:

1 rig ladders or nets from pilot doors or other low openings;

2 deploy safety lines with rescue strops or loops;

3 use suitably equipped crew members to assist survivors directly; and
4 deploy a liferaft with the ladder or net to act as a transfer platform;

4 pulling survivors up suitable marine evacuation systems;

5 deploying liferafts or lifeboats for survivors to hold onto, or climb into;

.6 using rafts or boats as lifts, leaving them on the falls if conditions permit;

7 lifting survivors using gantries, cranes, davits or derricks, with lines rigged to
minimize swinging against the ship’s side;

ploying purpose-built or improvised recovery baskets;
9 rigging a boat rope for boats and survival craft to secure alongside; and
10 lowering embarkation ladders.

3 Any lights in use must not be directed towards helicopters operating in the area.
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