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A slight sound woke me, and when I opened my eyes, I was
staring into the face of a lion. Riveted awake, my eyes stretched
wide—very wide—as if to expand enough to contain the ani-
mal in front of me. I tried to stand up, but I hadn’t eaten for
several days, so my weak legs wobbled and folded beneath me.
Collapsing, I slumped back against the tree where 1 had been
resting, sheltered from the African desert sun that becomes so
merciless at noon. I quietly leaned my head back and closed my
eyes, and felt the rough bark of the tree pressing into my skull.
The lion was so near 1 could smell his musty scent in the hot
air. I spoke to Allah: “It’s the end for me, my God. Please take
me now."”

My long journey across the desert had come to an end. I had
no protection, no weapon. Nor the strength to run. Even under
the best of circumstances, I knew I couldn’t beat che lion up the
tree, because like all cats, lions with their scrong claws are excel-
lent climbers. By the time I got halfway up—BOOM-—one swipe
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