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When you report the things people say, the verb tense often “shifts back.”
Direct speech Reported speech
Michael Landy He said (that) . -
“My goal is to destroy all my possessions.” his goal was to destroy all his possessions.
“| want to bury them underground.” he wanted to bury them underground.
"My father gave me a sheepskin coat.” his father had given him a sheepskin coat.
“| haven't found the right shopping center.” he hadn't found the right shopping center.
“| have been making an inventory.” he had been making an inventory.
Ginny: She said (that) . . .
“| can't throw anything away." she couldn’t throw anything away.
“Maybe V'l stop buying so much stuff.” maybe she would stop buying so much stuff.

When you report information that is still true, the verb tense often remains the same.
Someone explained to me that this is what you call “performance art.

Here are some things people said about their possessions. Complete the sentences to
report what they said. Compare with a partner. Do you know any people like these?

“I'm not at all materialistic | have very few possessions.”

A friend of mine said that he and thathe ___

My closets are all full, but I can’t stop buying new clothes.”

Someone at work told me that her , but she

m always throwing things away. Once I threw out an antique vase by mistake.”

My aunt said that she __and that once she

e're in debt because we've spent too much money on stuff for our apartment.”

My brother told his wife that they = because they

have a huge collection of comic books that I just don’t have room for."
One of my teachers told me thathe __ =

. “We'll have to have a yard sale to get rid of all the junk we've been buying at yard sales.”
My neighbors said they

o

Speaking and listening Who's materialistic? i

A Group work Discuss the questions. How materialistic are you?

Do you like to have all the latest gadgets?
hout a credit card?

Could you live w
Are you very attached to your possessions?

Have you ever gotten upset because you lost or broke something valuable?
Do you often buy things you don't need?

(L Sr Ty

B & Listen to Howard answer the question:
a partner. How much detail can you remember?

ove. Take notes. Then compare with

“Howard said that he wasn't interested in gadgels at all.”
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