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The Big Sky Conference-member
institutions are located in seven
states that span from the Pacific
Ocean to the Rocky Mountains and
from the Canadian to the Mexican
borders. The entire West Coast is
now represented by the Big Sky
with members in Washington,
Oregon and California, and of the
nine westernmost states, only two
(Hawaii and Nevada) do not contain
Big Sky members. League mem-
bers can be found in Arizona,
Califomnia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
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Utah and Washington.

The name “Big Sky” originated in
a novel written in 1947 by the late

B. (Bud) Guthrie of Great Falls,
Mont., titled The Big Sky. Jack
Hollowell, former Montana advertis-
ing director, promoted the Big Sky
theme for the Treasure State, and
Harry Missildine of the Spokane
Spokesman-Review called for the
newly formed league to be named
the Big Sky Conference in his col-
umn dated Feb. 20, 1963. Five days
later, the name Big Sky was adopt-
ed by the six presidents of the

=7,

league.

On July 1, 1995, Doug Fullerton
became the fifth commissioner and
was given the reins to lead the
league into the changing world of
athletics. Fullerton replaced Ron
Stephenson, who retired after 14
years in the position. The first com-
missioner of the Big Sky was Jack
Friel, who served from the league’s
inception until 1971. After Friel,
John Roning directed the confer-
ence for six years until 1977, when
Steve Belko assumed the role for
five years.
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2544 N. Fourth St., Flagstaff
(in the Mega Foods Shopping Plaza)

Fax: (520) 527-1059 @ E-mail: impresu@infomagic.com

Fully eqipped kitchens in every room

» Free Continental Breakfast

« Free Hospitality Hour Mon-Thurs

« Exercise Room and Sportcourt

+ Outdoor Pool and Spa

ts Permitted

« Fireplaces in Most Suites

1-40 toExit 201

3440 N. Country Club Dr. Flagstaff, AZ 86004
(520) 526-5555 or (800) 331-3131

Fairfield Inn

by Marriot

You Can Expect More . ..

* Free Continental Breakfast

« Free Local Phone Calls

* Cable TV with HBO. ESPN, CNN

« Outdoor Pool and Spa

Mention this ad for a 10% discount off regular
room rate. Subject ot availability. Exit 195-B from
1-40 or continue North to Flagstaff from 1-17.
2005 S. Milton Rd. FLagstaff, AZ 86001
(520) 773-1300 or (800) 574-6395
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